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Foreword
This special issue is based on selected of high-quality papers from the 6th Interna-
tional Conference on Database Theory (ICDT ’97), held in Delphi, Greece in January
1997. Preliminary versions of these papers appeared in the proceedings of that con-
ference, published under the title Database Theory | ICDT ’97 as volume 1186 in
the Lecture Notes in Computer Science Series by Springer. After the conference, the
authors of selected papers were invited to submit full versions of their papers, which
were subsequently refereed and revised. The nal full versions of these selected papers
appear in the present special issue.
Database research is an area of computer science where theory meets application.
Several database concepts and methods that were earlier regarded as issues of more
theoretical interest are fundamental parts of currently implemented database systems.
The International Conference on Database Theory (ICDT) is a biennial international
forum for research on the principles of database systems. It has the tradition of being
held in special locations: Rome in 1986, Bruges in 1988, Paris in 1990, Berlin 1992,
Prague in 1995, Delphi in 1997, and Jerusalem in 1999. From 1992 on, ICDT has
been merged with another series of conferences on theoretical aspects of database sys-
tems, known as the Symposium on Mathematical Fundamentals of Database Systems
(MFDBS). This series was initiated in Dresden in 1987, and continued in Visegrad
(1989) and Rostock (1991).
We wish to thank the authors, the members of the ICDT ’97 program committee,
the referees, the Editor-in-Chief of Theoretical Computer Science, and the editorial
sta at Elsevier Science for their help and cooperation in producing this special issue.
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